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• first of all it is the name of a saurian

• used by Netscape Communications Corporation

• head still used by Mozilla Foundation

Mozilla Firefox
What is Mozilla?
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• popular web browser, written in C, C++ and JavaScript

• under GPL, LGPL and MPL 

□ considered to be free software (FSF)

• used by 21% of all web-users [January 2009]

• Phoenix -> Firebird -> Firefox

• current version: 3.0.6

Mozilla Firefox
What is Firefox?
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Firefox 3.0.6
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• official name of Firefox

• maintained by Mozilla Foundation

• commercial support and distribution by Mozilla Corporation

Mozilla Firefox
And what is Mozilla Firefox?
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• own irc server (irc.mozilla.org) with huge amount of channels

• 4 mailing lists

• blogs and newsfeeds

• wiki

• marketing & merchandising project (spreadfirefox.com)

Mozilla Firefox
Community of Mozilla Firefox
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• check out the CVS tree

• change source, build and test it, send it in

• go through first stage of review (r=)

• go through second stage 

of review (sr=)

• pass both reviews successfully

and be happy

Mozilla Firefox
Developing for Mozilla Firefox
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Bugzilla
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• checked out (3.0.3)

• quick look into source with Microsoft Visual Studio (VS),

then avoided it

• recognized lack of VS project file

==> searched for every class/type/function I needed over all files 
in tree

• quick (and dirty) fixed my bug in a „nightly build“

• happy but tired

Mozilla Firefox
How I developed
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• consensus of community:

□  make alert windows not modal to whole window

□  instead make modal to tab, that invoked it

• some suggested feature to abort script execution 

(with reference to other browsers)

Mozilla Firefox
How you should solve it
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• traversed down a long chain of object indirections:

□ at least 6 (!) indirections to call alert window

• tried to understand window model and usage of it in Firefox

• decided to implement second alternative (kill script feature)

Mozilla Firefox
How I solved it
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https://developer.mozilla.org/en

http://doxygen.db48x.net/mozilla-full/html/index.html

http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mozilla

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mozilla_Firefox

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mozilla
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